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HIGHER EDUCATION IN AGRICULTURE REVIEW 

Statement by Minister for Education 
DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [12.07 pm]: In January this year, I 
commissioned Hon Hendy Cowan to conduct a review of higher education in agriculture in Western Australia. 
The review was prompted by the decision of Curtin University to withdraw from Muresk Institute agricultural 
college campus at Northam by 2012. 

The review considered options for Muresk and also addressed broader issues—namely, the demand for graduates 
in agriculture; areas of demand not being fully catered for; future needs of universities in this area; pathways 
from schools; and opportunities for rationalisation and cooperation between institutions. The report presented 
strong evidence of the need in the agriculture industry in Western Australia for graduates to respond to the 
opportunities and challenges facing agriculture. Among the solutions discussed in the report is the need to make 
agriculture more attractive to potential employees and to provide career paths and training. The report proposed 
that two issues be kept under review for possible future action: the inadequacy of commonwealth government 
financial support for regional higher education and the low level of income support to rural and remote students. 

On pathways from school, the report focused on the success of the Department of Education’s agricultural 
colleges and suggested a year 13 program as a pathway to further studies in agriculture. Given the need to 
develop skill levels in agriculture, the report proposed that Muresk become a multi-use facility to develop skills 
at various levels of post-school education and training. The report points out that Muresk’s viability will be 
enhanced to the extent that it is supported by the agriculture industry. The government welcomes the findings of 
the Cowan review and believes that Muresk will continue to make a strong contribution in developing the skills 
needed in the Western Australian agriculture industry. 

The future of Muresk as an agricultural education institution is secure. Curtin University will continue to deliver 
courses at the Muresk campus in 2011; however, there will be no new intake in 2011. Curtin University 
anticipates that the remaining continuing students will use the Muresk campus for undergraduate programs until 
the end of 2012. From the beginning of 2011, C.Y. O’Connor Institute, which is headquartered in Northam, will 
share the Muresk buildings with Curtin University of Technology. The institute will commence certificate level 
courses in agriculture and related studies at the Muresk campus. These courses will provide a pathway into the 
institute’s planned courses in agribusiness. C.Y. O’Connor Institute is seeking further accreditation in 
agribusiness, and registration as a non self–accrediting higher education institution to deliver additional courses 
in agribusiness from semester 2 next year, 2011.  

The institute has signed a memorandum of understanding with Murdoch University and intends similar 
agreements with Curtin University of Technology and the University of Western Australia to develop pathways 
for students into agriculture-related degrees at the three institutions. It is envisaged that responsibility for the 
management of the Muresk facility will remain with Curtin University of Technology during the transition in 
2011.  

[See paper 2579.] 
 


